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GLMPH WSPHMIVWù 
[SVOWLIIX
[LEXùW MX PMOI XS FI E WSPHMIVC
Read the information below. It tells you what it is like to be an adult soldier in the 
evq}0 erh {lex mx mw pmoi xs fi e glmph wsphmiv mr Ykerhe2 Xlir Ă pp mr xli hmjjivirgiw 
between the two in the table. 

E WSPHMIV MR XLI EVQ]1

You need to be between 16 and 30 to join the army. If you are under 18, you need 
to have your parents’ permission. You need to have a passport and good physical 
Ă xriww2 Wsphmivw lezi xs gsqqmx xliqwipziw xs ex piewx jsyv }ievw mr xli evq}2 Fyx 
xli} ger piezi mr xli Ă vwx xlvii xs wm| qsrxlw mj xli} glerki xlimv qmrhw2 

Wsqisri {ls mw xlmromrk efsyx nsmrmrk xli evq} {mpp tvsfefp} zmwmx er Evq} Geviivw 
sjĂ gi fijsvi xli} nsmr2 Xli} {mpp xepo xs wsqisri efsyx {lex pmji mw pmoi mr xli evq}2 
They will think carefully about the commitment needed. They will talk to their family 
sv jvmirhw xs Ă rh syx {lex xli} xlmro efsyx mx2

New recruits will do 12 weeks basic training and then at least another 12 weeks 
of training that gets them ready for their part of the army. There are all types of 
jobs within the army – from serving in the infantry, to healthcare, engineering, IT, 
administration and even musicians. 

Wsphmivw evi {ipp iuymttih jsv xli nsf xli} lezi xs hs2 Er mrjerxv} wsphmiv {mpp lezi e 
full uniform. They will have a gun when they are on active service, a helmet and body 
evqsyv2 Xli} evi xvemrih ls{ xs ywi xlimv {ietsrw erh epp xli sxliv iuymtqirx xli} 
carry.

Er mrjerxv} wsphmiv {mpp fi xvemrih xs Ă klx mr e {ev2 Li qe} irh yt ew tevx sj er 
mrxivrexmsrep jsvgi0 tivletw mr Ejvmge sv xli Qmhhpi Iewx2 Li {mpp lezi sttsvxyrmxmiw 
to keep the peace, protect civilians and defend his country. 

Wsphmivw lezi vikypev qihmgepw erh Ă xriww xiwxw2 Xli} evi temh erh ywyepp} lezi 
their accommodation and healthy food provided for them. They get time off for 
holidays every year. 

E GLMPH WSPHMIV MR YKERHE
Glevpiw figeqi e wsphmiv mr Ykerhe {lir li {ew nywx imklx }ievw sph2 Li hmhrùx 
lezi er} glsmgi efsyx mx2 Li {ew xeoir jvsq lmw lsqi f} qir jvsq xli Psvhùw 
Viwmwxergi Evq} ,PVE-2 Xli PVE evi vifipw {ls evi Ă klxmrk xli kszivrqirx mr xli 
North of Uganda.

5 Xlmw hiwgvmtxmsr mw x}tmgep sj evqmiw mr [iwxivr Iyvsti
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{{{2wxstxlixvejĂ o2svk 2

Glevpiw hmh rsx ks xlvsykl e {ipp1tperrih xvemrmrk tvskveqqi2 Wsqi wsphmivw mr xli 
PVE lezi qeglmri kyrw0 fyx qswxp} xli} ywi qeglixiw2 Xli PVE hsiw rsx lezi 
a uniform, and sometimes their soldiers have been known to wear stolen uniforms 
jvsq xli Ykerher Evq}2 Glmphvir lezi xs wxe} mr xli evq} yrxmp xli} qereki xs 
escape or are rescued.

Gsrhmxmsrw evi rsx kssh mr xli vifip evq}2 Jssh mw wgevgi erh xli glmphvir evi fehp} 
xviexih2 [lmpi Glevpiw {ew e getxmzi li {ew wlsx mr lmw pik erh ps{iv fego erh {ew 
jsvgih xs egx ekemrwx lmw {mpp2 Glevpiw {ew epws vikypevp} fiexir2 Ex xmqiw xli} ywih 
a machete to punish him. On one later occasion he was whipped 200 times because 
he left a bomb behind. 

Xli PVE vypi xlimv glmph wsphmivw f} jiev0 jsvgmrk xliq xs gsqqmx egxw xlex {mpp leyrx 
xliq jsv }ievw2 Glevpiw xlmrow li omppih xlvii tistpi2 Xs wxst lmq jvsq iwgetmrk0 li 
{ew epws jsvgih xs fiex wsqisri ziv} fehp}2 Glmphvir evi xsph xlex srgi xli} lezi 
killed someone they will never be able to go back to normal life with their families. 

Glevpiw mw rs{ 59 erh mw rs psrkiv e wsphmiv2 Li qerekih xs iwgeti fyx li lew 
horrible memories of his time in the army. It will take him a long time to get over it. 

Wsyvgi> Xievjyrh
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